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Pentagon to Use Code Words
In Actlvatmg Medla Pools

leztary T ymg to Protect Missions’ Secrecy

By Walter Pincus

- Washington Post Staff Writer -
. S .

-Th& Pentagon will use

‘s
or,
a

“code’
words’ in telephone conversations -

© “orgamizing news media pools to ac-

company secret military operations
in anceffort to prevent foreign in-

the Washmgton Journallsm Revxew
Later he said the call went " to
Brokaw’s producer and that he

heard about 1t from other news

‘SOLII‘CES '
Those types of calls “hght the
.whole world up,”

Sscript .

Burch_said in a
- reference to intelligence facilities

Ztelligence agencies from intercept- .

that the United States and the So-

| ing the messages, Assistant Secre-

viet Union maintain woridwide {o '

| tary_ef Defense Mlchael I Burch':

intercept . interngtional telephone .

|
_ : said yesterday..

. < Burch- said - that durmg last
- moniﬁs exercise, in which a news:
pool,accompamed a simulated inva- : -

siofiziii: Central: America, news ex- 't
ecu@ks placed overseas telephone -~ such operations.
" callsnd discussed what was meant:" '

. to be a secret operation. .

L “NBC called Tom Brokaw on an
operhime to Managua, Nicaragua,”"
: Bur& told a forum sponsored by

- -t.m\‘ ST ] _‘p,».., it
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“- and cable traftic.” - _
Burch cited the April 21 overseas

and domestic long-distance tele-

phone calls as a way for the Soviets -

to_ obtain advance mformatnon on

- He said the Pentagon is checkmg

lts mtercepted Soviet messages,'
apparently to see if Moscow’s . ing ;.
« .4, prove -

_ .trusted ”

telligence picked up the calls.

R D T

Burch called two news executlves ,

at the forum “naive” for saying that
the Pentagon had broken secrecy
by giving the first official word on
the media pool in confirming a

‘Washington Post article published
" April 22.

He acknowledged however, that
although the Pentagon had told
news executives to limit their con-

* versations to those reporters actu-

ally going on the exercise, the.
. did not-say to newsmen
‘Do not use the telephone He
said that will change. )

Burch also said there were sev-
eral sources for the leak of the me-
dia pool’s existence—"“some on our
side” and others in the media.

Bill Kovach, Washington bureau

-chief of The New York Times, de-
- scribed the Pentagon s planmng of
" the media-pool exercise, in whlch.'
. The Times part1c1pated as “ama-

teurish.,” :

Kovach said that because of ear--
lier difficulties in getting Burch to

 talk about guidelines, he was “flymg _
blind” during the exercise and is-

now suspicious that it was held “to
. that the press cant be'
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